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Vnto all which we a and humbly Anſwer : : 


J. We know nothing, in point of Chriſtian Doctrine and 
Principle, more openly and a ons Aſferted and Propa- 
gated, by the ſaid People calld Quakers, than the Divinity of 
Chriſt, 75 Eſſential Union of 5 Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt. This Holy and Bleſſed Scripture-Trinity we have al- 
ways ſtood for, in real Faith and Practice. 


II. The Divinity of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour - Jeſus 
Chriſt, that he is the Eternal Word, the true God, as well 
as truly Man; being expreſly agreeable. to. Holy. 
« Ii. 9, 6. Scripture-T eſtimony, viz. That he is the Mighty 
d John 1. God, &c. * The Eternal Word, whereby all Things 
* Rom. 9. . were made. © Who is over all, God bleſſed for ever. 
© Epheſ. 3.9. God created all things by Feſus Chriſt. © Who is the 
Heb. 14. true God, and Vern Life; by whom alſo the Worlds 
"1 John 3. 2. were make. The Divine Three that bear Record in 
Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 11 Gho fs 
and theſe Three are One. 
The Bleſſed Trinity in the Unity of Divine Eſſence is mani- 
feſt in the wonderful Works of God, both in the Old and New 
Creation, and the Myſtery thereof revealed, and experienced 
in the New Birth. 


I. Thus: We. fi ievfely Believe ad Confeſs che Divinity and 
Deity of the Eternal Son of God, Chriſt Jeſus, with reſpect 
: to his being the Eterna Word, which was in the 
John 1. 1, z, 6 Beginning; Þ Before Abraham war; From Ever- 
5 Lg 8. 98 Laſting ; 3 Glorified with the Father before the World 
Mic. , . bir And in reſpeck to the Fulneſs of the God 
> John 17. 3. bead (yea, all Fulneſs Y | dwelling in Him; and 28 
Col. 1. 1 Al Power in Heaven and Earth is given unto him : N 
n And as By whom alſe God made the Worlds. — 
> Heb . 2. All which ſeriouſly conſider'd, thus to affert the 
. 11. 3. Glorious Divinity of the Son of God, cannot be incon- 
45 ſtent with his Divine Wiſdom, Love, and great 
Condeſcenſion; in Aſſuming the Holy Humanity, his pure and 
Teſiit Manhood, for our ſakes, even for the Rede "Hank of 
NKING- 1 


pens: L.5 ] 

Mankind. Without Controverſie, great is the Myſtery of Gal. 
eſs, (faith the NOS 175. 3916.) God Rd in the 

Hleſh, juſtified in the . &c. And ſurely Excellent is the 
Myſtery of Chriſt, and the true Spiritual Knowledge of Him, 
and his Riches unſearchable: Epheſi 3. 4, to ver. 9. 2 Cor. 5, 

16. Col. 1. 27. Ws | | ADs. 


IV. The Immortality of the Soul of Man; and the true No- 
tions and Diſtinctions of Good and Evil, together with the 
juſt Judgments, and ſuitable Rewards, whether in this or the 
next Life, We never deemed Groundleſs or Vain, as the Ran- 
ters, Corrupt Libertines, and Atheiſts have done and do: But 
conſtantly Believe and Aﬀert the Rigliteouſnefs of God, in 
Juſtifying the Righteous,. and Condemning the Wicked. For 
we muſt. all appear. before the Fudgment Seat of Chrift, that every 
one may receive the things done in his Body, according to that h 
hath done, whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor. 5. 10. 1 8 


| i | . , 
V. As to Inſidetity, and Damnable Errors, &c. charged: upon 
the Quakers: As we are not Conſcious to our ſelves thereof, 

we do not find any colour of Proof, nor whence they origi- 
nally aroſe ; except from ſome perſecuting Adverſaries, bitter 
Invectives, or Pamphlets of fome Apoſtates (who are gone out 
from us into Enmity) and diſſembling Conformiſts, to Ingra- 
tiate themſelves into Favour and Credit with the Church of 
— 4 by Perverting our Principles, and Calumniating Us 

and our Chriſtian Religion and Society. And we know no 
Catechiſms or Primers, owned or promoted among us, about 
the Rules of the Chriſtian Faith, but ſuch as are agreeable to 
Holy Scripture : Witneſs Robert Barclay's Catechiſm, and the 
Chriſtian Teſtimonies and Anſwers of | divers "other \upproved. 
Authors among us, wherein the forementioned Doctrines and 
Principles of the Chriſtian Faith are ſincerely Aſſerteda Al- 
though we have been greatly Miſrepreſented by ſome of our 
Adverſaries falſe and fictitious Catechiſms (in our Names) mack. 
Dialogues and Tryats, and ſilly idle Romances, &. 


1 VI. Our Imbracing and Confeſſing Chriſt Jeſus, A the e 
Light, which inlightens Mankind, and the Inſpiration and Gui- 


dance of the Holy Spirit, under the New Covenant Diſpenſa- 8 
Ke | tion, 


Impreſhons on the Ainde of: rbe t d nn, as are nat eaſte 


61 | 
= 
tion, has been has ſome Ignorant and, Antichriſtian G f 
Gontempt, render'd Pele, hg Enthyſuaſwn,. Bough the dame be 
ors prayid for, and confeſs d in theJirugy of the church of 
gland. And we hope our Imbracing thofe hriſtiah Princi- 


| 8 5 namely, that of the True Light, John. a T. Divi jo 8 . 


tion, and being led by the Spirit of God, John 16. 13. Rom. 8. 14. 
will not produce any Wicked Practices, as Diſſolute Behavi- 
our, Oathes, Imprecations, growth of Immorality, Prophaneſs, 
(Drunkennefs and Lewdneſs, hc.) all which are utter Abomi- 
tions to our Religious and Chriſtian Principles an Society: 
And therefore ought not to be imputed to Us, or our Pro- 
feſſion, as any Cauſe thereof. But 'tis rather feared, That 
Ignorance, Libertiniſm, and Debauchery of too many of the 
Prieſts in this Nation, have in a great meaſure contributed 
thereunto; together with the former Rooks, alwi 0 8 
and Paſtimes on the Sabbath Dy. 


VII. *Tis very ſad and larhentabile, that Tafideliry, ISIS 
and Scepticiſm ſhould . fo much abonnd and prevail. in gny 
Sbörch profeſſing Chriſtianity, as in This. Nation, where. ſo 
much of Religion and Holineſs of Profeſſion and Conpverſa- 
tion are pretended. But Peoples Fruits muſt Wende "IE 
Flants, * hat Trees they are. = | 


VIII. We believe on you By; and ? tis matter of bi AT 
Grief of Heart, Thar: ope: Fountain, from wheuce the Corruptions af 
Religion and Morality have.flowed,. is: on your Theaters, and that 
things Sacred and Serious haue been bandled after the moſt Ludicrgus 
munner, &c. And that ov them 'Qbſcemty, Blaſphemous Alluſions to 
Hul Mrit, and various ſorts. of — 5 thave abhounded, &. 
Aud that tht vicious Images, painted to the Life, haue made; ſarb 


robe difaced: - [97a 37 1110-237 10 221750 2117 

And the like Account Alen by the U pper Houſe, in-their 
Repreſentation, vi. That this Prophaneſs bath: been much 3vereaſed 
by the Licentiouſneſs of the Stage, where the worſt Examples haue 
been Recommended to Imitation. And further, they propoſe to 
the Queen, viz. We entertain unt the leaſt Doubt uf your ie fte 
firm: Reſolution, to render the Laws aa Tenne Jet / Forth for 


the ſuppreſſion of aun and Prophaneſs, uſeful to thut 


9 


225 TR and vob Fate Stele of dess und eo Teflon he 
$013. of the Stag No which heb fo in ſtranntal in vigating = 
ung Dia Maite Ache, And ven ſ0' Juſt Offtiice to alt Serious 
and et Chriſtians. 
We heattily Will, that what born yout Hoiſts have 344 
| 22 805 In th Caſe laſt mentioned, "nay be truly et b 
the Goyernment may be prevaira upon; total ceſs, | 
5 And 585 thoſt Srape-Plays, and the 2 them, 
fee hey are of fo krelig eus and Impious Tendbncy, an 
cauſe 55 killevllag true Religion, and debauching Vouth. We 
Sep Ny er 5 are © greatly Offenſive to God, and Injurieus. 
jy do think it behoves vou to enquire, 
me..C 990 5 ie] JE not reſort to thoke * *Play-houſes,. 
el Ol. 1710 alter fott, as is reported; and how Cu. 
215 Tuch are, if they Aid Whether it be net a great Dif- 
honour to your Profeſſion and Function, for any of them 
take the. Severe = moſt Chargeable, and Ruinous Courſes, in 
proeſecuting of our Friends for ſmall Tithes, as unto 
p S$hqueſtrations, &c. ſeeing they have a more 
eaſie way to recover them by late Laws? Is not this ſevere 
Courſe, rather an Indication of Revenge, than of Chriſtianity 
or Humanity? And we think you cannot reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
that ſuch Unmercifulneſs and Oppreſſions will any ways re- 
dound, or tend to the Honour of your Religion, Church or 
Profeſſion. | 
About Reſtraining the Preſs, ſo much preſsd, there had need 
to be a-juſt and equal Care, that it be not put into the Power 
of any one Party; to judge, Stop, or-Licenſe Boeks, as ; 
pleaſe ; for therein may be great Partiality and [ojottice, in 
permitting only Books of their own Party, if they relate to 
their Religious Perſuaſions, and ſtopping all others; and 80 
many that may be unjuſtly Defamed, and groſly Calumniated, 
and their Principles perverted} (as many have been ſerved) by 
ſcandalous Pam mphlets, fi fictitious Romance, and falſe Dialogues, St 
pet not ſufferd to Anſwer ence of themſelves; which 
2 be very unfair, partial, and unjuſt, if the Preſs ſhould 
reſtrain'd only to a Party. Yet it's very meet it ſhould be 
ſo far reſtrain'd, as not to be ſuffer'd to print either Seditious 


News, or Pamphlets againſt the. Government, or. tending to 
Introduce: 


$6# ww FT 
introduce or promote Vice, Immorality, Impiety, or N wel 
neſs; and that all Licentious Obſcene Books and pens 14 ets, 
ewe to deprave and viciate Youth, be ſtop'd and ſup- 
-preſs'd. | „ 5 | 
M To conclude, The Premiſſes ſeriouſſy conſider' d, We pray you 
be more Charitable in Jour ment towards us, and do as 
-you would be done by; and not ready to credit or receive 
Reproaches or Calumnies againſt us, the ſaid People, from In- 
Tvidious -Incendiaries, tending to raiſe Perſecution z for that 
_— not tend to the Glory of God, your Honour, or inward 
Feace. | | | 3 | 
We humbly hope, the Queen of Great Britain (Whom God 
preſerve) is better Principled, and more Juſt, than to pre- 
Judge us upon Injurious Miſrepreſentations, or to receive Evil 
Reports, or Aſperſions againſt us, who are Her Peaceable Pro- 


-teſtant Subjects. | 
| 1 M bite bead, 
7 i. Mead. 
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1 ; the 1 po Sons of: the Gard retended 
VVV Winding-· Sheer appears to be Againſt the Tot bien, dud, 
to:have the ſame taken away, oſpecially from the Fee 
Qualers in the firſt place, as being the rineipal Objects of His 
Envy and Fury: The meaning; thereof, is, ko take away the 
Liberty of their Conſcience, reſpecting their Religious Exerciſe 
in the Worſhip of God in their ſolemn Aſſemblies, Legally 
Tolerated; 5 100 Nr avi them of, would tend either to 
make them Hebei er ae vor rather (if 

that cannat be eff wy to expoſe them: to all ſuch Severities;Pe- 

nalties and Perſecutions,, as. n they ſuffer d deeply under: ko 
And not only ſo, but the ſame Legal |Sovevities and Safigui- 
nary Puniſhments, as under the: Mans of: Moſes were- provided 


againſt W of the Name bf W nt Fre hen), and other 
high Off ny, ra d and pid inſt tlelſaid People, 
and as being ſtill in force under the Goſpel-Adminiſtration, P-6. 


As if * . e his Fury, ſnort of the utter De- 
| B ads. 2 


 claim'd. _.,, 


And the Apoſtle Paul was ſo much of E. Es Mind, as that 


— — — , 


ſtruction of the ſaid People. And for what Cauſe alledged or 
pretended by him? Even for no lefs than Hereſies and Blaſphe mies, 
O fad! And what are thoſe chiefly, vis 


1. Firſt, That the Profeſſors of Quakeriſm prefer Heatheniſm to 
2 yd 1 11h SOT CALI SS 24 Ik 4. 
Anſ.. That were a ſad Error and Hereſie indeed, te pfefer 
Heatheniſm, to true Chriſtianity, if we may take Heatheniſ to be 
Holatry and Impiety, as truly it is. But it is a grofs Falſhood 
and Feryerſion againſt the People called Qyakers, and not de- 
ducible from their Writings, if juſtly quoted. For herein the 
Man puts no difference between Heathen; ſm, and the Gentile Di- 
vinity profeſſed, together withtliePory and Morality ptactiſed by 


many of them Philoſophers and others; both which the Qzkers have 


commended, but not preferred to true Chriſtianity, but as agree- 
able thereto, and included therein, againſt all falſe Chriſtians. 


and Hypocrites, under the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, perverted 


and abufed. by their Sin-pleaſing and Sinners- indulging Do- 
ctrines and corrupt Converſations, who argue for Continuance 
of Sin term of Life, contrary to the Divinity, Piety and Chri- 
ſtianity found in divers Heathen Writers. This is the true State 
2. As for us of the Church of England, their Spite againſt us is 
moſt Super latiqę. de bas ns ad AA HA HAN 7 
; Anſ. This is a great Miſtake: We do not Rate any ef their 


Pe {oj 185 RO; Hot © her reſts, hut their corrupt Pratt ices, Cove te- 
* Envy, Pride, : Perſecution, where found among them, 
who Perſecute and Impriſon our Friends, and many times take 
away their Goods, to great Exceſs; ſometimes for a ſmall Value 
5 * 5 3 OY i uti 2 EE 7 a> £4 + 
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Dee Hine L911 4 | 1111 OY 12 1 
31 That their Great Robert Barclay adviſeth ro hve o Clube 


and Tithes talen frum u, and to put tim into. the Pubhlich Treaſury 


for the Payment! of Tauss; and declares, thur this is the tity way 


oundly th refurm us, p. 4. Apol. p. 340. | 
Anſ. A fad Complaint t How hard wou'd this pinch Merce- 


nary Preachers? Vet we hope it will not prove us Heretic s, or 
guilty of Hereſe; no more than Chriſt's Miniſters were, in 
Preaching the Goſpel, Feely; as they had ferely received; ald 


P 
* $ 2 


were commanded by him. 


4 
* 
. 
w 


Tithes 


Ta] 
rings, were discontinued unfler the 
Goſpel-Diſpenſation, as being ended by Chriſt Jeſus che On 
Offering; and the Prieſthood (that) took Tithes) changed from 
Levi to Chriſt, (who came of the Tribe of udn got of Levi. 
And many of the Proteſtant Reformers and Martyrs were al 
of the ſame Judgment, againſt the Payment of Tithes under the 
Gofpel and New Covenant Diſpenfation. : And how ſtrongly 
and clearly does the Apoſtle argue this Caſey for Ofiriſt's end- 
ing the firſt Prieſthood and Zoos, for Tithes and Offerings? Hieb. 75 
8, „ K be Chaprers.: | i i Ener 
4. Of Heb. The 23, 29, 29. The whole place (faith t the Rector) 
ſeems chiefly to have reſpect v0 ſuch Hereticks as deny Chriſt Feſus, 
and the = proc 5 bis Bloody as "tis youre the Quukers do, Cquoth 
he) 2209: 26 10903 To Ys 26 
Ari Where is it plata, that che Ouakeys deny Ohriſt Jefus; 
and the Efficacy of his Blood? I am fute ſuch Denjal is expreſly 
contrary to the Principle and Profeſſion of the People call'd 
uakers; and therefore this Adverſary might have been hor- 
_ ribly aſhamed to rank the: faid« People among Herevichs, upon 
fach notorious Calumnies, thereby to render them ancapable 
of the Toleration, and conſequently to expoſe chem co Tevere 
Perſecutions and Ruin. 
J. About the Sacred Trinity (He faith That the Quakers can- 
not, dare not honeſtly „ the ſame, in the [ame Senſe thi Com- 
pilers of the Act of Toleration' uhderftood the Words, vb. Tha God 
the Father is 4 diſtinct Perſon from Feſus Chriſt, and from the Hol FA 
Spirit, [and that they are ſuch a Tro, as neither ae _ "ou be "nes 
or leſs than ere p. 114 TT it 
Anſ. We hope we are not juſtly chargeable with Web, fr. | 
confeſſing the Bleſſed Trinity, or Divine Three, in Holy Scri pture 
Terms, according as is declared in the bad Ab, igel, 66: Phat 
„We (the faid People) do profeſs Faith in God che Father, 
and ia Jeſus Chriſt his Eternal Son, and in the Holy Spitit, 
c“ One God bleſſed for ever. 
Though this Profeſſion and Confeſſion has given Satisfäction to 
the Civil Goverament, as being both Chriſtian and Seriptural, 
yet it does not ſatisſie the ſaid Rector, but he wills needs make? 
himſelf an Expoſttor of the Senſe and Underſtanding of the Lavr- 
makers, p. in. and would impoſe other Terms than the Lem 
gg in [the caſe. We think it by unfair and uncharitable, 
1 | 2 . tO. 


* 4 Br. 


Tirhes and Obtarions, or 


* | | ru 


to be deem d Guiley of Hereſie, for not confeſſing. our Faith in 
UnſcriptpratTerms;) while we confeſs the Eternal Deity in plain 
Scripture Terms, alſo allom'd of by Act of Parliament, as the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and Holy Spirit, (Mat. 28. . 1 t 5 To 5 and their 
Union in the Divine Eſſence. 5 


.' Obſerve) \Edip: Cockſon, N. 47 Rector (ſo called) * anden to 
have the People call'd . Dane e Procedds- & In- 
ſtances, NN b. I Nn Ne 
Pag. 5. “ God hath imprinted it in the Hense all Mankied; 
< to vindicate his Honour, and to puniſſi all that are under their 
40 Juriſdiction, who diſhonour Him. Thus Artaxerxes, King of 
12 Fenſia, having granted to. the Fews that were in his Dominions, 
« that as many of them as pleas'd might return with Exra to 
<& Jeruſalem; He therèeupon makes a Decree, for: the E.ſtabliſh- 
© ment of the true Worſhip: of thè true God, Gr. And mark. 
«© what follows; Whoſoever will not do the Law of thy God, 
ce and the Law of the King, let Judgment be Executed ſpeedily, 
upon him, Whether it be unte Death; or to Haniſument, or to: 
ce Conſi ſcation of Good, or to Impriſonment, Ezra 7. 13, 25, 26. 
5 And Exra bleſſed. God for this Decree, and put it in — 
* accordingly, Ezra 10. 7,8. 
Whercupon 1 Query of the ſaid Gonvocatidtly VIZ, 
1. How can this Inſtance warrant. or excuſe Perſecution: 


a 


- againſt peaceable\difſenting Proteſtants, either to Death, Baniſh-- 


ment, Confifcation of Goods, or Im priſoment, for worſhipping: | 
the true God, as perſuaded ee tho? diſtering in Man- 
ner or Form from that which is National? 

2. Did not the faid King of Perſia grant free Liberty of Con- 
ſcience to the Fews to worſhip the God of Heaven, as twas im- 
printed in their Hearts, or they perſuaded according to his 
Laws? Where was then any Compulſion to the contrary, ſo as 
to Euforce them to any National Worſhip: of the Por fiat, or* 


other Nations? 
3. And wẽWas not Artaxtrxes (King of Pet fra) both Charitable 


and Generous to Hrael; in Suzie uch Free Liberty, as: 
that 4s many of them as: were minded (of their dn free will) ſpouia 
go up to: Jeruſalem with Exra Alſuo affording them great Accom- 
ion and Encouragement, Eu 4 ö AS. alſo did 5 King 


Ane before him, * en th 
© & 8 2 And 


- - 


_- T7 
I. And did not the Lord God put it into the Hearts of there 
Great Kings, to grant this free Religions Liberty and Encou- 
ragement unto his People??? 

5. And did they not therein Excel all perſecuting Kings and 
Emperors, and all ſuch Prieſts as would incenſe Rulers to per- 
fecute us for our Religion and Conſcience towards God? 

6. But will nothing ſerve or pleaſe your Rector now, againſt 
the uakers, but either the Penalty of Dead, or Baniſhment;” Or 
Confiſcation of Goods, or Impriſonmene ? Theſe have been try d al 
ready, in great meaſure, for their Peaceable, Religious and Solemn 
Aſſemblies; tho? the ſaid King: of Perſia'could never intend thoſe 
Pegalties againſt Iſrael, for their Religion. c or r Win 8 | 
| 2 greatly kee neger them therein. Vo RN 3 


Keckor; p-6, & He only who was Sipweme; Was ! Ciſtor 
ce 2 tabule, to him was committed the Care to puniſh 
« Murtherers, Adulterers, and Thieves, &c.' and alſo Idolaters, 
<«< Blaſphemers, falſe Prophets, &c.” none of which he was to 
© tolerate, but to root them out of his Dominione, Exed. 22. 
cc 18, 20. Deut. 13. 1, 2, 3, 5 and F742, to 8. and ver. 12. Levit. 
E: 24. 16. with many other places. Now that theſe Commands 
ware Obligatory to Chriſtian Magiſtrates, under the Goſpel Admini- 
« tration alſo, will appear; if we conſider, 18, That none of 
% them were ever revoked, repealed, or cancelled by Chriſt, or 
any of his Apoſtles. 20y, Ratio "Immutabilis fatit Precept | 
e Immutabile, the very ſame Reaſons for which theſs Command: 
ce ments were at firſt given, remain til, and are as ſtrong as 
ever. Blaſphemies, Idolatries, and falſe Prophecies are « Fhe 
ce ſame Sins ſtill, and God is the ſame GM: ſtill, and Hoes theſe | 
* Sins: as much now as ever. | | 
Whereupon I Enquire of the Convication: N 5 
. I. Are you of the ſame Judgment or Opinion with your 

Rector, that Blaſphemers, and falſe Prophets, and falſe Teachers 
are to be ſtoned to Death by Chriſtian Magiſtrates,” under the 
Goſpel Adminiſtration, as Blaſphemers and falſe Prophets were 
under the Law of 2foſes; Deut- 13. quoted by the Nellen ?: And 
muſt Goſpel Afiniſters now be Judges in Caſes of Life and Death, | 
as Prieſts were then? Deut. 19. 9-l 2k (9 RD, ne 

22 7. * And God has the ſame Power to puniſh aus as. 
5 ever: '® herefore God hath at wy time fortlacken thoſe W 

18 


— 
LE, 


[14 +? 
A he forbids them ſtill; and the ſawe Pusiſumem that, by his 
Ce Command was once to be inflicted for them, are ſtill to be 


< inflicted, till they are by him revoked, or alter'd ; for where 


the ſame Cauſes for the ſame puniſhments are perpetual, _ 
ec the ſame Puniſhments ought to be perpetual allo * _ 

2. Nate, Under the Adminiftration of the Law of Moſes, and 
Old Covenant, not only falſe. Prophets, Blafphemers and Idol a- 
ters, &c. but alſo Sabboth-breakers, Rebellious Sons to their Parents, 
as Drunkards, Riotous Perſons, Whoremongers and Adulterers, were 


to be ſtoned to Death, Levit. 20. 2. and Ch. 24. 14, 15. Numb. 15. 


35,36. Deut. 13. 5, 10. and Ch. 17. 5 and Ch. 21. 21. and Ch 22. 


21, 24. 


3. Are you of the ſame judgment with your Rector, ia theſe 


Caſes, that all ſuch Offenders (as mentioned) ſhould be ſtoned 


to Death, under the Goſpel Adminiſtration, by Carifien Ma- 


giſtrates ? £4} 
4. And would it not affect, and ſomewhat thin your. own 

Society, or Church, to have all Whoremongers and Adulterers, 
Rebellious Sons and Falſe Teachers, ſtoned to Death? And: wou'd 
not that make ſad and Bloody Work in the Land? Or wou'd 
that be the way te convert ſuch Offenders, or ſend em to 


Heaven? | 
. Has your Rector, i ia theſe Caſes, preached like a Miaiſter of 


Chriſt, of the Goſpel, or New Teſtament ?. 


5. Bid our Bleſſed Lord Jeſas Chriſt give Sentence ageinſe 
the Woman: taken; in Adultery, that ſhe ſhould, be ſtoned to Death? 
Or rather did he. not ſnew more Mercy to her, than her Ac-' 
cuſers and Proſecutors would have done, when he convicted 
and ſilenced them; and ſaid unto her, Hath no Man condemned 
thee? No, Lord, (faid ſhe.) Neither do I can hes wm he) 


Go and fi ſi ud more, N 8. 3, to 11. 


Foce, p- 7. „ The New e is ſo far . en 
« thoſe Laws, (i. e. of the Old) that it rather more- ſtrongly 
© Enforces them. For the. Apoſtle having exhorted us to Hh 
Faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith wit haut wavering, &c. Heb) 10% 23, 
cc 150 28. He adds ver. 28, 29. He that deſpiſed. Moſes: Lam, died 
& without Mercy, under two or three. Wirneſſes + Of how: much ſorer 


© Puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy of, who hath 
5 ** trodden under I the Son of God, &c. The ble place ſeems, 


cc ts 


14 


& ts have reſpect to ſuch Mb tcals as deny Chrik ſeſüs, and tlg 
* Efficacy of dis Blood, as tis plain the Quaker, do, Gb. n 
1. What ſorer Puniſhment wou d your Recor Have raflted 
the Quakers, than art id OPS 
Note, But his Charge againſt the' Ouakers mentioned, is ut= 
ter ly falſe, and (he is - falle Accuſer and an vnjuſt Judge there- 
in) contrary to our Chriſtian Principle, of our Love and Re- 
fpe& to our dear Lord and Saviour cſs Chriſt, and his Pre- 
eius Blood, C. 7 
2. But if we were guilty of Eirer or Hebef: in this or any 
other point of Chriſtianity ; were it not more Chriſtian for 
your Rector (in a Goſpel Spirit) to endeavour our Conyiction 
and Conberffon, by Holy Scripture, (on a true State of Matter 
of Fact) than to endeavour our Deſtruction, or fo have - 
ſtoned to Death, or our Brains knock tut ? (We being real 
unwilling to be tenacious in any Error, if core t erbof.) k 
May we not ſay, From all ſuch True: Tu? oo nh and a 


mercifut Men, Good Lord deliver us?” +, vo of 5: 


Rector, Ir hace *. This der Mug vey dete ra 
*in Goſpel. Times, that in thoſe very Days fa 8 rophets ſhould 
* be cut off, Zech. 13-2; 3. And St. Peter makes falſe Prophets and 
* Ih Teachers to be Equivalent, 2 Pet. 2. 1, &c. . 

Whereupon I Enquire of the Convocation : ag 
2. 1. Does your Judgment agree with Jour. Rotors, gs 
3 that Prophecy, Zech. 13. 2, 3. 5, e. That the Ame was 
intended for Goſpel- Times, or that Nada the 1 We Teſtament, 
or Goſpel Adminiſtration, . falſe Prophets and falſe Teachers 
Peath be cut off” by the Magiſtrate” s Sword, or ſtoned. to. 
t tk 

Note, Of falſe Prophets, mentioned Zech. x 3 "'who' were 
to be cur off, ver. 3. it is ſaid, And when any ſhall yet Prophecy, his 

Father and his Mother that begat him, ſhall ſay unto him, Thou ſhalt 
not live, for thou ſpeakeſt Lies in the Name of the Lord; and his Fa- 
ther and his Mother that begat him, ſhall thruſt him through when he 


pr _ "a 

1 uſt his Father and Mother then be his Executioners i in 
che Goſpel- Times, literally taken, as your Rector ſeems to car- 
ry the Text, Zech. 13. 2, 3. to have ſuch as he deems falſe Pro- | 
Phets and Cc. cut off, * put to Death? Auch . 


1 761 

1 by their Fathers and Mothers, what Bloody, Unnatural and 
inhumanè Work wou'd- this make among profeſs'd Seine, | 
* for Parents to- kill their o.]n Children 8 

3. And where do you find any Texts in the New Teſtament, 

enforcing the Killing or Stoning to Death, either falſe Prophets, 

if Blaſphemers, or Hereticks? but Admonition, Rejection, or lea 
( ving them to the Judgment of God, if obſtinate and impeni- 
tent; and giving open Warning to others againſt ſuch, aud 
Their pernicious Doctrines, Practices, and Deſtruction, as the 


ward = os did, 2 Pet. 2. Chap. and Jude's Epiltle, Se. 


Seeing your ſaid Rector E. c. a pears ſo Zealous for the Law 85 
of Moſes, and that of the King of Perſia, Ezra 7. 26. to be Exe- 
cuted upon ſuch as he judges Herericks, Blaſphemers, falſe Pros. 
phets,. falſe Teachers, and Idolaters, &&c. 

1 ＋ 2 77 ask him, or any of you his Brethren, theſe Queſtions: 

18 4. If you do not deem the Papiſts Hereticks, Idolaters and 

Bla „ in their Doctrine 0. Belief of Tranſubſt anti ation, 

their Euchariſt, their Sacrament of the Altar, and Adoration 
given thereunto, as to Chriſt Jeſus his Body and Blood? 

%. Would you have them cut off; or ſtoned. to Death, Who 
are of that Perſuaſion and Religion, or Profeſſion with the 
Church of Rome, or only the ors ? 

3. Would it be either Chriſtian. or Safe. Song aa, en 
Proteſtant Miniſters, to follow Papiſts Examples, 4. t excite the 
Supreme Magiſtrate, or Civil Gover ment, to or. put to 
= Death, thoſe whom they. think or judge Heretic, Sleeper, 
[| Idolaters, & c. 

4. Does not the Church of Rome judge all, both + ou and Us, 
who diſſent from that Church, to be Hereticks ? And v hat's the 
Conſequence aimꝭd at thereby, but to cut off all ſich Diſſenters, 
if ſuch a perſecuting Power ſhould be permitted to prevail? 
So chat according to this Rector's Notion, may not Proreſtants 
cut off all Papiſts, and Papiſts cut off all Proteſtants; and. 0 all 
Profeſſors of ier become extinctt?ꝰ 5 

5. Are not Perſecutors apt to miſapply thoſe Laws. intend: | 
ed agaiuſt notorious Offenders, to condemn, 8 \and de- 
ſtroy the Innocent and the Righteous, as did, the Jews, wh | 
ſtoned the Prophets, 2 Chron. 24. 21. Mat. 21% 35 5 23.37 
Luke 13. 34. And they took wp Stones to ſtone Chriſt, tal y 

oy charging 


Jill dien with Blaſphemy my, Jon to. 31, 32, 33. and 118. | 
And they ſtoned Stephen, ads 7. 5 Fo. And 755 ſtoted au,. 
for Preaching the Gofyel of Chriſt ſeſus, As 1. 19. 0 - 
6. Can you reaſonably ſuppoſe, i will be for the Honour'of 

your Church, to allow of any of 1 your Brethren, Re&ors, Mi- 
niſters or Members, to ven to incenſe the Government 
to ſevere Perſecution, as this your Rector E. C. has done? 


3111 :23GL 
"Abbbo IT have ende vou d Brevity in this Enquiry; yet 


2 am conf. 
cer d, on a Rerroſpection, to add ſomething 2 | 


Wiinkuae the ſaid- Rector wou'd have the Supreme Mag iſtrate 
not only the Cuſtos utriuſque' tabula, (which is a high Under- 
taking) and the Care committed to him to paniſh Murtherers, Adul- 
terers, and Thieves, &c. hut alſo al Ildblat ers, 'Blaſphtmers, aud falſe 
Prophets, ſo as not to tolerate any (hw, bat to root then our of bis 
| Dominions,, p · 6, 

Here he has cut out heavy Work for tlie Su Fes Magiſtrate 
and Governours. But who muſt be Judge, au whoſe Evi- 
dence ? If the Prieſt and Levite, (or favidions perfecting Ketter) ; 
we may expect no Compaſſion, no Mercy; nor juſtice 5er him, 
or them, who have prejudg'd and 60048 8 Ge and our Caſe, 
without Proof, or any juſt or clear Evidence of Matter of Fa 
As this on arbitrary N and Pictator has paſs d his Judg-. 
ment and black. Characters of Idolaters, Blaſphemers; and falſe 
Prophets, even unto Paxiſhmepe, and Death, 118 aforchand; with- 
ont an y Judicial Tryal, or Gofpet Amin ion, or Law there- 
of, for? the Paatlharcins aſſign'd by Him; to make the CIvil Mar 
giſtrate rather a Breaker of the 1590 Tables, than Cuſtos utrinſque 
rabule. For this Ad verſary's Invectives do not tend to excite the 
Civil Magiſtrate either to Juſtice, or to that Love which is the 
Fulfilling and End of the Law, or, Decalogue; but ty extreme 
Severity r a gainft his Neighbohrs: Which is far 
from loving his N. 88 as 15 af. 1t wou'd become him and 
His Btechren to be better Examp Ap and Preachers in Spirit, Con- 
_ verſation' and Doctrine, than 13 of them to be Incend? 1 to 
| Perſecution,” and Ruin of their. Quiet Neighbours.” - 

And whereas, our Pere 195 Adverſity wou'd have the ite 
Severlties inflicted (upon thoſt he deems Herericks, Kc.) under 

the Goſpel Adige as were commanded 7 o be inflicted 
under the Legal, upon OI &c. Let's a little farther Exa- 
mine his Proofs. C Wn 


* 


N 


* * 
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Moſes La. 


If Rom. 1.3. 4. be inſiſted upon, and thence inferr'd, that the 


Magiſtrate ſhould execute Wrath upon falſe Teachers, &c. becauſe he 
bears not the Sword in vain: Surely the holy Apoſtle did not in- 
tend, that the Magiſtrate, in the Goſpel Day, ſhould kill or cut off 
falſe Teachers, or cauſe them to be ſtoned to Death, who are 
miſtaken in ſome Doctrine or Prophecy; but rather that they 
ſhould: be better perſuaded, convinced and converted by ſound 
Doctrine. | HE: 8 TR 

And in his Exhorting te be Subject to the Higher Powers, Rom. 
13. 1. he could not mean, that the Chriſtian Believers in Chriſt 
(then in Rome or elſewhere) ſhould ſubject their Faith, Religion, 
Conſcience, and Worſhip, to the Wills of Heathen Emperors at 
Rome, or to the Kings or Rulers of the Earth, who were. of 
different Religions; tor then there ſhould have been no Perſe- 
cutions, no Martyrs of Jeſus Chriſt, under the Romiſh Emperors, 
or others (as there were:) If their Subjection had been ſuch, 
they muſt only have been of the Ruler's Religion, whether Ho- 
later, Papiſt, Mahomet an, &c. Tis no Chriſtian Argument there- 
fore to ſtrain the Text, Rom. 13. to ſuch an Uncertain, Un- 
chriſtian, and (I may ſay) Irreligious Subjection; and not that 


of true Chriſtians, and Martyrs of Jeſus, who rather ſubjected 


to deep Sufferings, than to violate, their Conſcience, or Chri- 


ſtian Religion. | 


4. The Puniſhment (mentioned Feb. 10. 28, 29.) of ſuch Ad- 
verſaries, rebellious and harden'd Apoſtates, and Contemaers of 
Chriſt, and the Blood of his Covenant, appears not to be in- 
tended of ſuch- like Temporal Puniſhment, or Death by the Ma- 


- giſtrate, as that was to him that deſpiſed Moſes his Law (under 


that Diſpenſation) but rather Divine Vengeance, or Fiery Indig- 
nation from God, to devour ſuch Adverſaries, and wilfuũl Con- 
temners of the Truth. See Heb. 10. 5 2 
Certainly if any Perſons do ſo backſſide, and become ſuch. 
wilful Sinners, and Adverſaries againſt Chriſt, and his Goſpel 
Diſpenſation, after they have received the Knowledge of the 
Truth, they do not only loſe and forfeit the bleſſed Effects and 
Benefits of Chriſt's Sacrifice, Blood and Atonement, but do in- 
cur much heavier and ſorer Puniſhment from the Hand of God 


Ess Judge) than that of a Temporal Death to the Deſpiſers of 


ill be) 4 conſuming Fire to his Ad verſ woe] 


and Enemies, who continue in Rebellion againſt him, his Light, 
Truth, and Spirit of Grace, doing deſpight therennto: And it. 
1 (and will be) 4 fearful thing to fall inte the Hanne the Living. 
God; when there remains 0 moré à Sacrifice for Sin, ut 4 certain. 
r e for of Judgment, and fiery Indignation, to deuour the 
Adverſari e. mimi „„ 3 
F. But now, as we profeſs Chriſtianity, and the Piſpenſation 
of Chriſt, and of the New Covenant of Mercy and Grace, &c. 
Let. us conſider what Puniſhments did eyer: Chriſt. or his Goſpel- 
Miniſters aſſign, or excite the Civil Magiſtrates unto, againſt 
Perſons in Error or Hereſie ? Did they tell them, they muſt 
 baniſh*em, or hang em, or burn 'em, or ſtone eln to Death? 
I think not. I find no ſuch Precept in the New Teffament. 

. The, Saddeces, who believed. no Reſurrection, neither Angel nor 
Spirit (Mat. 22. 23. Acts 23. 8. Mark 12.18. Luke 20. 27.), Did 
Chriſt deliver them into the Hands, of the Magiſtrates, to puniſh 
'em (or ſtone em to Death) according to the Law of Moſes ?: 

No ſure. - He rather told them, Ie err, not knowing the Scriptures, 5 2 
nor the Power of God 5 and taught em better, to convince em of 
their Error, and to perſuade em out of it. 
And the Man that was an Heretick, what Puniſhment did the 
holy Apoſtle aſſign, or direct againſt him? But after once or 
twice Admonition, to reject him? 18 „ 
And to have no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful, Works of Darkneſs, _ 


but rather to-reprove them. | „ 
And as Magiſtracy, or the Civil Government, we freely acknow-- . 
ledge to be God's Ordinance, appointed for the Puniſhment of Evil 
doers, and the Praiſe of them that dg. well; ſo they that undertake 
that Office and Truſt upon them, had need to be careful, that "2 
they don't condemn the Innocent, and acquit the Guilty; and 9 
that they be tender of Men's Lives, Liberties and Properties, "> 
eſpecially where no overt Act, demeriting ſuch Penalties, can 
be proved. And alſo that they be careful not to condemn; Per- 
ſons upon Reports and Defamations of invidious or mercenary 
Informers; as Saul, upon the Report of Doeg the Edomite, cauſed. 
Fourſcore and Five of the Lord's Prieſts then to be lain, even 
by the miſchievous Edomite, when Saul's own Servants or Foot- 
men would not do it, 1 Saw. 22. 1888. 
He that ruleth over Men muſt be juſt, Ruling in the Fear af God: 
And he ſhall be as the Light of the Morning, when the Sun riſeth, 
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KEE 4 4 wichou cid; : "ar "he render Graſs Jp 270 poof 
"ſhining after Rain, 2 Sat. 23. reg 

: ja Ruler In the Fe: . "of God; muſt have a clear Ouderfandiog Y 
And Judgment, in the Fear of * God; and his Light, Kherein top 
ſnine in Juſtice,” Righteouſnels, Mercy and Truth; which wil 
be to the great Comfort and Refreſhment of the Righceous, 3 
and tender in Heart,. who truly fear God. I 
"OTE: Ks 024 aud Truth) hereby the King T keene 8 sſta- 
bliſhed; without which; Thrones are 'torrering; maken, and 
Ao mn Oferta And therefore Alf Men in Power ad Antho-. * 
rity mould. Hiligen y mind God's Power and Wiſdem, where- 
by ey. may Stand and Rule in Righteoufneſs. For faith: that 
Wiſdom, B) me Kings treign, and Princes decree Fuſtice - By me 
7 ute, and Noble, even all [the Jakes; of the Enveh, x OT. 8. 
„16K k A * 2 15. 
f ange bee caufe they 1225 ade Ning or braten that | they 
Reign and Rule Af ire Juſtice, and are Eſtabliſhed; but be- 


«cauſe they are under Wiſdom's Conduct, who are juſt Men, and: ; 


Rulers fearing'God, before whom the! muſt appear; and be: * 
cCountable to him, as theirJudge, 1 Who is the Fig hieon, Fug ef all 4 
To- eone hade, 1fany ſhould ſuppoſe; that Ithave GG <a 4 
hardly upon our rr the Rectur (which . affoct others A 
of his Fun&ion) I may Ghverddy ins m: „on bh © 
I. I never met with any perſecuting Adverfary, this has) 
written more Invidiouſſy to incenſe the'Government\to:extreme 
Ferſecution againſt us, Ge. than he ene as updertoto, el 
and many others! 17 02 © Ae Ih AER. 3 | 
2. I have net at all deſign'd to! ally his: Offence upon an 4 
others of his Function, or Prieſthood; who are not guilty: of 7 
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